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The State Library Extension Commission was created by an act of the Legis~- 
lature in 1929 but not until 1945 when the law was amended, was money appropriated 
to finance its work. In compliance with the law, in May 1945, Governor*Ford 
made the following appointments to the Commissiom: Mrs. Corinne B. Ackley, 
Lewistown, 1 year term; Mrs, R.C. Dillavou, Billings, 2 year term; Mrs. W.T. 
Perham, Glendive, 3 year term. The law designates the librarian of The Montana 
State University, Miss Kathleen Campbell, as chairman of the Conmission and the 
State Syperintendent of Public Instruction, liiss Elizabeth Ireland, ex-officio 
member. Mrs. Ackley resigned in October and the Governor appointed Miss Margaret 
Fulmer, Great Falls, to complete her term. In May,1946, Miss Fulmer's appoint- 
ment was renewed for a three year term. : 

With the beginning of the 1945 - 1947 biennium in July 1945, Montana State 
University offered a room in the library building for use eas 2 Commission 
headquarters. The Commission had difficulty in securing a li .vurian to assume 
the duties of Secretary which delayed starting the work untii eb. 15, 1946 
when Ellen Torgrimson arrived in !lissoula to act as Secret-e.,. ‘irs. Vera M. 
Salinas was hired as Library Assistant. She resigned in august and Mrs. Ruth 
P. Jahnke took her place. Part time clerical assistance has been employed. 


Following is a brief resume of activities of the State Library Extension 
Conmission during the first ten months of its operation, 


A library of 4,460 books has been assembled at headquarters at the Montena 
State University Library. A few of these were @ifts; the remainder c.:. ordered 
from publishers and jobbers. All these books have been cataloged anc © repared 
for circulation. Circulation of books in quantity did not begin untis September, 
but circulation figures had reached 3,879 by December 3lst. Field visits to 
fifty libraries in the state have been made. Help has been given to librarians 
in filing, cataloging, book selection, budget problems, building and equipment, 
and personnel problems. In the interest of county and public library organiz- 
ation, talks have been given at Bozeman, Polson, Sula, Scobey, Sidney, Jordan, 
Glendive, Deer Lodge, Custer, Bridger, 2elfry, and Hamilton. 


Onsy seven, out of the fifty-six counties in jontana, have not been 
served in some way by the Conmission, either through loans of books to schools, 
libraries and individuals, through field visits oy the Secretary, or through 
help and advice given by mail. 
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The Commission has cooperated with other educational programs in the state 
by supplying books for the Montana S tudy; Book Study groups at Corvallis, Ronan 
and Alberton; the State University Division of Extension and Public Service; and 
the State Correspondence School. The Secretary attended the Rural Education 
Vonference at Helena, the Montana State Library Association at Helena, the 
American Library Association conference at Buffalo, the Labor Institute at Missoula, 
the Pacific Northwest Library Association Conference at Vancouver, 3.C., the 
Montana Education Association meetings at Helena and Kalispell, and a Home 
Demonstration Council meeting at Chinook. 


Articles were supplied to the Montana Education Association journal for 
the March and September issues and one for the November 15th issue of the 
Montana Farmer. 


The budget expenditures through December 31, 1946 have been as follows: 


ITH ALQUN™ IXPENDED BALANCE 


Salaries $3,515.00 34,285.00 
Books 6,911.34 1.388 .66 
Bupplies 750.88 749.12 
Equi pment 289 .00 511.00 
Travel 998.80 601.20 


The Commission has made a commendable record during the first ten months 
of its operation, as “iontana is a large stute, sparsely settled, and difficult 
to cover. Borrowers have written grateful letters expressing their pleasure 
in the new service now available to them. 


The Cormission has submitted a budget request for $28,386.08 for the 
1947-1949 biennium, a modest increase of ohly $8,386.08 over the 1945-1947 
budget of 520,000. ‘With these additional funds the Commission can increase 
its us-fulness and enlarge its services in the years ahead. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ellen Torgrimson, Secretary. 
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BIENNIAL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, Jan. 1, 1948 


The State Library Dxtension Commission was created by act of the 1929 
Legislative Assembly, but not until the law was amended in 1945 was money 
appropriated to finance its work. The first biennial budget totalled 
$20,000, allocated as follows: 


Salary of Secretary $4,600.00 
Salary of Assistant 3,000.00 
Purchase of books, periodicala & binding 8,300.00 
Supplies 1,500.00 
Equipment 800,00 
Travel 1,600.00 


In compliance with the law, Covernor Ford made the following appointments 
to the Commission in May 1945: Mrs. Corinne B. Ackley, librarian, Carnegie 
Public Library, Lewistown, 1 year term; Mrs. Re C. Dillavou, Billings, 2 year 
terms Mrs. “we Te Perham, Glendive, 3 year term. hrs. Ackloy left the state 
and resigned in October 1945. Governor Ford appointed Margaret Fuimer, 
librarian, Great Falls Public Library, to complete the term and reappointed 
her in May 1946. Mrse Dillavou was reappointed in May 1947. The appoint~ 
ments are now made for three yearse The law designates as chairman of the 
Cormission the librarian of Montana State University and as ex-officio member 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. These positions are currently 
held by Kathleen Campbell and Elizabeth Ireland, respectively. The Commission 

members serve without pay but are reimbursed by the state for traveling expenses. 


The Commission was scheduled to bein operating on July 1, 1945, 
but experienced difficulty in securing a librarian to assume the duties of 
Secretary. In January 1946 Ellen Torgrimson accepted the post and arrived 
in Missoula to begin work on February 15th. Mrs. Vera M. Salinas was hired 
as Library Assistant. She resigned in August and Mrs. Ruth P. Jahnke took 
over her duties. Additional part-tims clerical held has been employed. 


Mostana State University offered a large room on first floor of the 
Libr: -y building to the Commission for use as headquarters, and the Commission 
started its operations here. In September 1946, however, because of increased 
enrciizent the University decided that this space was needed for library 
purposes. It was then necessary for the Commission to move to a smaller room 
on t....d floor, a crowded and less desireable location because it is not 
readiiy accessihle to the public. 


Montana is a large and sparsely settled state. Although the first libraries 
were established as early as 1886, during territorial days, 35% of the population 
has no local library service whatso2zver, and an even larger percentage haa very 
inadequate service. For the most part school libraries are pathetically amall 
and badly organized, It is these needs that the Stete Library Extension 
Commission was designed to fill. 


Toward that end, «# book collection of 6,916 vclimcs han been assendled at 
headquarters and processed for clroulation. Circulation of books in quantity 
could not becin until Septenber 1946, but circulation figures reached 32,322 
by December 31, 1947. Oniy one cut of fifty-six countics in Montana has not 
been sorved in some way by the Comiission, either through loans of beaks te 
schools, librories and intividuals, through ficild visits by the Secretary, om 
through help end aivice given by mall. Soventyening libraries in the ciate 
heve been visited, twenty-four of thus core than once; 172 days havo been 
apent in travel cbout the st-te. Five now county libreries have beea organtged 
with the help and dircetion of the socrotary. 


The Gomzission hos cooorrated with other educstianal presrarsa in the state 
by supplying books for the Nentsna Study, the Stats Universtty Division of 
fxtensicn end Publio Soxvice, ard the Ctxte Comespondames Sehool. Tha 
Secretary hao attended conferences of the Montana Ctate Library Assoclaticn, 
Rontana rduestion Association, jmerican Library Association, Pacific Northwest 
Library Associction, County Comcissionere Association and Pura] Educaticn 
Conference. Shoe has visited the ot te Commissicas of Minnesota, Jachington, 
North Dakota and ichizan to observe precedures followed in these stctes. 


She State Library Extenaton Couniscion has issued too publications: a 
DIRECTORY OP WOLTANA LIDRAHIEG AND LIDE RIANS and a corpilstion of LYSE RY 
LASS OF NOATANA. ‘The editing of a quarterly tilleatin entitled MONTARA 
LISRRIES bac teen underteken, the first issue belng dated Cetober 1947. This 
roplaces a binonthly Sulletin forzerly publisized by the Montana State Library 
Agscolation. 


The Ptate iibrery fxtension Comissicn has held three meotings. The 
first wes held at Helena on May 7, 194.6 whon questions of policy relating to 
service, publicity, vacations and cick leave were discuased. The second was 
held at Billings on Septenver 18, 1946 fur the purpose of framing a budget 
covering the accord biennium for consideration of the 1947 Lesisletive 
Asse.bly. A thin neeting was beld ct Lissowla on September 19, 1947, when 
the Commission rembors hed their first oppertunity to ses the hendcusrters 
office. Subjects brouzht up for Giscusclon were (1) manna of obtaining 
permanent quarters in the Capitol Bullding ut Helene: (2) the framing of 
lews; (3) holding of three cunrtarly noetings (omitting the sucror meeting), 
two to bo held at headquarters in Cotober and february, the third in May in 
Conjunction with the Montana Gtate Library Association conference; (4) the 
need for incrensing the staffs and (5) plans for regional library dexonstrations. 


Ca June 39, 1947, tudget balances stood as followss 


Salsrics $1,889.75 
Purahaga of books, periodicals & binding a3 
Supplies COOTCN 
Equipzent 42.60 
Travel 26.07 


Tho large balence in the salary fund was due to the fact that the staff did 
not dvegin work until Feb. 1946. 


Toward that end, e took collection of 6,918 vclimcs han been assembled at 
headquarters and procested for circulation, Circulaticn of books in quantity 
could not begin until Septeubsr 1946, but circulaticn flsurea reached 32,322 
by December 31, 1947. Oniy one cut of fifty-six eountics in Montana nas not 
been sorved in some way by the Cowzission, efther throuch loans of beaks te 
schools, libreries and intividuals, through ficid visits ty the Secretary, or 
through help end advice elven by mall. Seventyening librsrfes in the state 
hevea Doan visited, twentyfcur of thun core than once: 172 days havo been 
apect in travel cbout the si:te. Five now county lfbreries have beea organized 
with the help and dircetion of the sccrcotary. 


The Gozmzission hos coonersted with other educstional presrersa La the state 
by supplying books for the Montana Study, the Utate University Divicion of 
fxtensien end Sublie Sorvice, ard the Stute Caresvondaws School. Ths 
Secretary hao attended conferences of tha Montana Ctate Library Assoctaticn, 
Kontana Yducation Association, jmerican Library Acsoclation, Pacifio Northwest 
Litrory Association, County Comcissaloneres Association and Pural Educesticn 
Conference. She has visited the {t-te Commissicas of Minnesota, vachington, 
North Dakota and Hichlijzan to observe procedures followed &{n these strtes. 


The State Idbrary Extension Couniscion has issued feo publicationas a 
DEIRLO TORY OP i Lana LIZRAMIES ADD LIRR RIANS ania compilntion of LIBE RY 
LAWS CF NORTANA. ‘Tha aditang of a quarterly bulletin entitled KORTAGA 
LISRRTES has been undertaken, tho first issue belng dated Cetober 1947. This 
roplaces a binxonthly Bulletin forcerly published by tho Montana State Library 
Assocolation. 


The Ptarte idbrery Extension Comiissicn has hald three meotinga. Tho 
first wes held at Helena on Hay 7, 1946 when queations of policy relating to 
service, publicity, vacations and sick leave were discussed. Tha second was 
held at Billings on Septexver 18, 1926 fur the purpose of framing a budget 
covering the scecord blennium for consideration of the 1947 Lesisletive 
Assezbly. A thin meeting wes held et hissowla on September 19, 1947, when 
the Corission rembors had their first opnertuntt: to sea the headcuarters 
office. Subjects brouzht up for aiscusclon wero (1) macnsa of obtalaing 
pommanent quarters dn the Capitol Bullding at Helene: (2) the framing of 
iews; (3) holding of three cunstarly meetings (onitting the sucror meating), 
two to be held at headquarters dn Cotober and tebruary, the third in May in 
Conjunction with the Montana State Library Association conference; (4) the 
need for increasing the staff; and (5) plans for regional iibrary dexonstrations. 


Ca June 39, 1947, budget balances stood as follows: 


Selaries $1,880.75 
Purckhaas of books, porlodicals & binding 038 
Supplies Coe CO 
Equipment 48.60 
Travel 25.07 


Tho large balenoe in the salary fund was dua to the fact that the otaff did 
not berin work until Peb. 1946. 


The budget for the 1947-1949 biennium as anproved by the 1947 Legislative 
Assembly, totals $25,526.08. Montana has a population of 559,456 according 
to the 1940 census. This means that the Commission with its traveling library 
and advisory and supervisory services is available to the people of Montana 
at a cost of about two cents per person per year. That the service is 
appreciated is demonstrated by the many letters from grateful readers, students 
and teachers in all secticns of the state. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Chl + 
Ellen Torgrimson, Secretary 
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